Histiocytosis X.
To clarify salient issues pertaining to histiocytosis X--a syndrome that includes Letterer-Siwe disease, Hand-Schuller-Christian disease, and eosinophilic granuloma--the authors review the epidemiologic data and the histologic, morphologic, and clinical bases for diagnosis and prognosis. Histiocytes are defined and their possible histogenesis outlined, and Langerhans cells, which may be a leading element in active lesions, are characterized. The authors outline hypothetic pathogenetic schema, which they recommend be tested by recently developed immunologic and genetic means, since histiocytosis X, at least in its disseminated form, remains an unpredictable disease for which there is no proven effective therapy.